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The Chinese Communista have completed their "liquidation program" of ‘reactionaries"”
and Kuomintang agents in Swatow. ‘The wealthy familes have been broken up and all of
the prosperous merchante have either been liquidated or imprisoned. Many of the
rich merchants, who chose to remaln in Swaucw when the city was liberated but who
later saw the error of their decisions, committed sulcide rather than|subject them-
selves to the indignities which ti Communists inflicted on su many of the unfortu-
nate ones. The manmger of the Swe’cw branch 58 the Bank of China jumped to his
death to escape a Communist Tiring squad. an~ther wealthy exporter was arrested and,
after having his property confiscated. was forced Lo become a night 801l carrier in
order to continue ~u exist. His wife was put to death after serving two years in
Jail. : |

|

The other, more fortunate, Swatow merchants «wno succeeded in fleeing |
Just before the Communists toox over the ciiy are 6till being h . ! nist
agents. Letters h been sent to these wealthy Swatew refugees demand-~
ing <:ont.x-i]:>utioms.Ai¥£ The Communiets have also tried to
force the sales of "Reconstruction bonds. on_-he Swatow refugees ‘but
without success. One Swatow refugee received four fingers, believed to
have been severed from his wife's hand, when he refused to comply wZth the Communist's
demands for money. i

|
Swatow is a dead city. There is no chipring of eny 3 or _out of |[the port. No
attempt has been made to smuggle consumer goods irom cthér parts of China
simply because there are no buyers in the city. The old highway between Swatow and
Hong 'ong via Bias Bay area has hardly any traffic because the Communists have banned
travelling to the British colony. |

Trade in the two main Swatow exports is At a complete standstill. All the famous
Swatow lace factories have been closed. Prior to the Communist regime, Swatow exported
some US$20,000,000 annually in lece products. Some of the lace producers are still
doing business in Hong Kong though on a greatly reduced scale. The export of Swatow
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labor to Malaya, oace a proepcrov.xs"b’uainess , no longer occurs. No one is able to
get out of Swatow without the Commnist's permission which is all dbut impossible to

obtain.

The Communists have a complete g:i-;p on the people in Swatow. One resident, who

secretly tured in on the Voice onMerica program, wzs arrested and executed.
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